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the Select Committee of the last Session on the State of the 
Lunatic Poor. 
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Copy of Letter from Lord Eliot. 

T ^/ r ' .... c , r I* . „ , _ Dublin Castle, 30th November 1843. 

In transmitting for the Information of the Governors of the District Lunatic 

Asytam a Copy of the Report of the Committee of the 

House of Lords of last Session on the State of the Pauper and Criminal 
Lunatics m Ireland, J am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request that 
they will furnish me with any Observations on the Recommendation contained 
in that Report, which their Knowledge of the Subject may enable them to 
make, for the Information of his Excellency. 
t, I am, &c. 

lo the Manager of the (Signed) Eliot. 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

[Addressed to the several District Lunatic Asylums in Ireland .] 



Report from the Armagh District Lunatic Asylum. 



„ Armagh District Asylum, 19th December 1843. 

ne -Board of Governors of the Armagh District Asylum having, in obedi- 
ence to your Lordship’s Letter of the 30th ultimo, taken into consideration the 
Report of the Select Committee of the House of Lords on the Lunatic Poor 
r Ireland, I am directed respectfully to forward, as the Result of their 
eiiberation, the enclosed Resolutions for the Information of the Lord Lieu- 
hi* 3 ?’ u further be S leav . e t0 observe > with respect to a late Application to 
Excellency for Permission to extend the Armagh Asylum by additional 
unaings, that the Object of the Board was then precisely the same as at 
WtlfV 0 P rov ^ e f° r tbe Lunatic Poor of their District ; but they have since, 
the- xr emsal of tbe Re P ort of tbe Lords Committee, been induced to change 
ir Views as to the Mode ofproyiding that Accommodation. 

■Rln-u tt ^ have, &c. 

° 1 Hon. Lord Eliot, , (Signed ) T. Jackson. 

&c. & c . & c . 

23S - A At 
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At a Special Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Armagh District 
Lunatic Asylum, held on the 18th Day of December 1843, 

It was resolved, 

That having carefully examined and given due Consideration to the various 
Matters set forth in the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Lords 
on the Lunatic Poor, Ireland, the Board unanimously concur with their Lord- 

ships in the following Objects : 

1. The Necessity of discontinuing, as soon as practicable, the Committals 

of Lunatics to Gaols and Bridewells. 

2. The Necessity of amending the Act of the 1st Yict. c. 27. 

3. The Inexpediency of appropriating the Union Workhouses as Places 

either for the Custody or the Treatment of the Insane, for both which 
Purposes they appear unsuited. 

4. The Necessity of providing one Central Establishment for Criminal 

Lunatics. 

5. The Necessity that exists for increasing the Accommodation for the 

Lunatic Poor in Ireland. 

And the Board are further of opinion, that the Erection of separate Establish- 
ments appears, under all the Circumstances, to hold out the fairest Prospect of 
the required Accommodation being afforded in a Manner at once the most 
economical and efficacious for the Reception of all chronic and hopeless Cases 
of Mental Insanity, whether simple or combined with Idiotcy or Epilepsy. 

(Signed) John G. Armagh, 

Chairman. 



Report from the Belfast District Lunatic Asylum. 



Belfast District Lunatic Asylum, 

Sir, 7th February 1844. 

At a full monthly Meeting of the Governors of this Asylum held on the 
5th instant your Letter of the 22d ultimo was read, the same having reference 
to Lord Eliot’s Communication of the 30th November accompanying a Copy 
of a Report of a Select Committee of the House of Lords “ On the State of 
the Lunatic Poor in Ireland,” in which his Lordship requested “ such Obser- 
vations on the Recommendations contained in that Report as the Governors 
Knowledge of the Subject might enable them to make for the Information of 
the Lord Lieutenant.” 

And at the above Meeting Directions were accordingly given to me to inform 
you that the Governors most unanimously approve of the first Four “ Pro- 
positions” of the Lords Committee, more especially the Second and Fourth; 
the former relating to the Necessity of amending the Act of the 1st Viet. c. 

“ which has led to the most" serious Abuses,” and the latter “ to the Necessity of 
providing One central Establishment for criminal Lunatics under the immediate 
Control of Government,” — a Suggestion which the Governors of this Asylum 
had felt it their Duty repeatedly to press upon the Attention of the Executive, 
from the manifold and serious Evils produced by' confining for Life in these 
Institutions such a Class of Persons. On the Subject of the Fifth Proposition, 
viz., “the Necessity of increasing the Accommodation for Pauper Lunatics m 
Ireland, and of providing for Cases of Epilepsy, Idiotcy, and chronic Disease 
by an increased Number of the District Asylums, by an Enlargement of those 
Asylums, or by the Erection of separate Establishments specially appropriated 
for these Classes of Patients,” the Governors feeling it to be one of great 
Importance, and involving Considerations of much Consequence, financial and 
otherwise, deemed it more prudent to defer coming to the Expression of any 
Opinion thereupon until they had further considered and put themselves in 
possession of its respective Bearings, and for this Purpose resolved that it 
should be separately considered at their next stated Meeting, for which Purpose 
the Governors generally are to be specially summoned ; and connected wita 
this Matter the Board have instructed me respectfully to state that it would 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 3 ) 

have been very desirable had a Number of Copies of the Report of the Lord, 
Committee been transmitted to the Asylum for Distribution amongst the 
Members for careful individual Perusal, which the Possession of but one has 
not, of course, enabled to be done in the same satisfactory Manner as would 
otherwise have been the Case. 

The Governors one and ail, feeling it to be a Matter of the greatest Moment 
for the good and efficient Conduct of these Establishments that none but 
medical Men of high moral Character and professional Attainments should be 
placed over them as Managers or Superintendents, beg to take the present 
Opportunity of suggesting in the strongest and most respectful Manner to the 
Government, that for the future, as Vacancies occur amongst the Managers 
professional Gentlemen should alone be selected for so grave and important a 
Charge,— an Opinion which they have not hastily arrived at, but after very 
mature Consideration, and the good Effects of which they have the most 
constant and satisfactory Proof of in this Institution. 



Edward Lucas, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) Robert Stewart, 

Resident Physician and Manager. 



Sir, 



Belfast District Lunatic Asylum, 
5th March 1844. 



A, -.A- n , , T* 1 n 5th March 1844. 

t ° f - the ®? ar 4 of Governors held Yesterday in the Asylum, 

John M rveile Esquire, D. L., m the Chair, specially convened to take into con- 
sideration “ Proposition 5.” of the “ Select Committee” of the House of Lords 
of last Session, “on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland,” that “Proposi- 
tion being as follows, viz— “The Necessity of increasing the Accommodation 
for Pauper Lunatics in Ireland, and of providing for the Cases of Epilepsy 
ldiotcy, and Chronic Disease, by an increased Number of the District Asylums’ 
by an Enlargement of these Asylums, or by the Erection of separate Establish, 
merits specially appropriated for these Classess of Patients,” and the Board 
having duly and carefully discussed the same, directed me respectfully to apprize 
you, for the Information of the Lord Lieutenant, that they unanimously and 
strongly recommended the making of extensive Additions to the existing 
District Asylums, or the Erection of new Establishments for the above Descrip- 
tion of Patients, whichever may be considered most advisable ; provided that 
n 4 i S necessar y for the Erection and Maintenance of such, and indeed of 
all Asylums, can be raised or provided in some more equitable Manner than at 
present, as the Burdens on the Occupiers of Land are already very pressing and 
much complained of. 

And further,^ I have been desired to state that this Board having also taken 
into their Consideration the Propriety of admitting into the District Asylums a 
Class of Patients above the Rank of mere Paupers, which Subject having already 
been before the Governors so far back as in the Year 1886 they accordingly bev 
on the present Occasion to refer to the Communication (a Copy of which is 
Pm'”*!! annexecl ) tilen forwarded on that particular Matter to the Board of 
Public Works, and to which they would now merely add, that in their Opinion 
the Class of Patients contemplated in that Communication should pay the 
average Cost of Support only, as any greater Payment would lead to Demands 
tor different Treatment from that in general Use in the Asylums, and that any 
esser Payment being received they would not recommend, as Persons not able 
to meet the average Expense might fairly be considered as coming under the 
Denomination of “ Poor Persons.” 

I have, &c. 

Edward Lucas, Esq. (Signed) Robert Stewart, M.D. 



&c. &c. &e. 



Resident Physician and Manager. 



233. 
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Copy of Letter referred to. 

Belfast District Lunatic Asylum 
Sir, -5 th January 1836. ’ 

The Governors of this Asylum having at their Meeting of the 4th instant, 
maturely considered your Communication of the SOth November ultimo, beg to 
state that they are desirous of suggesting to the Commissioners of Public 
Works the Insertion of such a Clause in the “ New Bill, giving additional 
Powers for the Management of Lunatic Asylums,” (about to be submitted to 
Parliament,) as would sanction the Admission of a Class of Patients into 
District Asylums whose Relations or Friends would be perfectly able to pay a 
small Sum towards their Maintenance in them, yet are altogether inadequate to 
bear the Expense of a private Asylum, the Premium to be paid being regulated 
by a Scale so graduated as to meet the pecuniary Resources of all so circum- 
stanced, with a special Proviso, however, that there should he no Distinction as 
to Diet, or Alteration made in any respect whatsoever as to general Discipline and 
Management, with Patients thus received, other than if they were admitted as 
those Persons who are supported exclusively at the public Charge. 

I-have, &c. 

H. R. Paine, Esquire, (Signed) Robert Stewart, 

Secretary to the Board of Works, Dublin. Manager. 



Report of the Carlow District Lunatic Asylum. 



Board Room, Carlow D. L, Asylum, 

My Lord, 14th February 1844. 

The Governors of this Institution have had under their Consideration your 
Lordship’s Letter of the 30th November last, requesting their Opinion on the 
Recommendation contained in the “ Report” of the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords (17th August 1843) as to the Necessity of making further Pro- 
vision by Law to relieve the Pressure on the District Lunatic Asylums of Ireland, 
in consequence of their present crowded State, by reason of the Accumulation 
of “Criminal” Cases, Cases of Idiotcy,' Epilepsy, but above all “Incurable 
Cases.’’ 

On consideration of said Report, and Recommendation of the Lords Commit- 
tee, this Board respectfully submit for the Consideration of his Excellency their 
entire Approval of the Propositions Nos. 1. 2. 3. and 4. of said Report, and 
so much of Number 5. as proposes the Erection of separate Establishments for 
Cases of Epilepsy, Idiotcy, and Chronic Disease ; but this Board entertain a 
very strong Objection to the Enlargement of the present Asylums as a Means 
pf accomplishing the Object in view, and for the Reasons so pointedly pat 
forward in the Evidence of Sir R. Ferguson, Sir J. D. Norreys, Rev. Mr. Clarke, 
and Viscount Courtney, xxi. and xxii. of said Report, as well as from the 
defective State of the present Poor Law precluding the Guardians from receiving 
into the Workhouse harmless Lunatics and Idiots from the District Lunatic 
Asylums. 

As the Rules for the Government of Asylums have been referred to in the 
said Report, this Board cannot separate without respectfully calling his Ex- 
cellency’s Attention to the Rule 6, which gives Permission to the Medical Officer 
to admit by his own Order any Patient he may think proper, without the 
previous or subsequent Sanction of the Board (or its standing Committee, if 
such exist) ; a Rule which, if exclusively acted on, may in this Board’s Opinion 
lead to the greatest possible Abuse, besides setting aside the Authority of a 
Body of Gentlemen, who at great personal Inconvenience give up their Time 
gratuitously to the Public, in their Endeavours so to superintend these Institutions 
as to prevent Abuse in any Department ; and, moreover, this Rule appears to 
he in contradictipn to the Admission Forms heretofore supplied, and by which 
the Board holds itself bound to be governed. 

5 I am 
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I am directed by the Board of Governors to transmit the foregoing to vour 
Lordship for the Perusal of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. W. Bernard, Chairman. 

Thq 1 Bdtler, B*. 

William Caulfield. 

J. Tuomy. 

Eight Hon. Lord Eliot, Tho' Haugbtcn. 

&c. &c. &c. Sam l IIaughton. 



Report of the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum. 



T nrr l Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, 

AiyLOlCl, . 14th February 1841. 

The Board, having read over the Report of the Lords Committee on the State 
of the Lunatic Poor transmitted by your Lordship on SOth November to the 

Manager of the Asylum, are of opinion : 

1st. That there is Necessity of increased Accommodation for Pauper 
Lunatics in Ireland, and also for chronic or incurable Cases, Idiots, 
and Epileptics, by the Erection of separate Establishments for these 
Classes of Patients. 

2d. They are of decided Opinion that Criminal Lunatics should not be 
committed to Oaols or Bridewells, but they have not sufficient Data 
to enable them to form a correct Opinion whether the Number of such 
Lunatics throughout Ireland is of such Magnitude as to call for a 
separate Establishment, they are rather disposed to think that when 
the District Asylums are relieved from the Number of Patients com- 
pused in the Irirst Class (Incurables) for which separate Accommo- 
dation is recommended, the few Criminal Cases might be safely treated 
in the District Asylums. 

8d. The Board beg to notice the Cases of Lunatics which do not come 
strictly under the Denomination of Paupers, but whose Means of 
Support are too limited to enable their Friends to place them in private 
Establishments. The Board has reason to believe that the Law is at 
present evaded, and that several Cases exist whose Families have 
reluctantly contrived to place Lunatics as Paupers who would gladly 
pay a Portion of the Expense ; the Board therefore think that if some 
Provision could be made for such Cases the Country would be relieved 
of considerable Expense. 

I have, &c. 

Eight Hon. Lord Eliot, (Signed) T. Mooee, 

&c. &c. &c. Chairman. 



Tv* T ■, District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 

My Lord, . 4th January 1844... 

iour Lordship’s Letter of 30th November 1843 addressed to me, requiring 
certain Observations on the Report of the Lords Committee on the State of the 
hunatic Poor of Ireland from this Asylum, was duly laid before the Boards of 
5th and 12th December 1843, and also before the Board of 2d January 1844. 

As no Remarks whatever had been recorded thereon at these Meetings I 
venture to submit to your Lordship’s Notice those Views which Experience 
and long professional Observation have enabled me to form. 

1 may be excused in stating to your Lordship the following as the Grounds 
tor the Liberty which I now take : 

1st. Within the last Two Years I did myself the Honour to address you on 
what I deemed and still deem the Defects and Abuses of the Lunatic Asylums. 

o my Letters your Lordship replied that “ the Subject and Views were worthy 
your serious Attention.” 

It was owing to the urgent and now recorded Remonstrances made by 
me to my Board against what Mr. Inspector White called afterwards “ the 
gross Irregularities and Abuses ” that my Board adopted a stringent Code of 

B Rules 
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Rules for the Government of this Asylum, admitted by the same Gentleman, 
in his printed Evidence before the Lords Committee, to have been the best Code 
that could, under the Circumstances , he adopted, (vide p. 54 of Report of 
Evidence,) and which Code this Board, with deep Regret, found, without their 
being at all consulted on the Subject, to have been changed in its material 
Parts, — a Circumstance that, after Nine Months Experiment, has caused 
certain Communications from the Chairman to the Council Office on existing 
and growing Defects. 

Sd. Since I succeeded to the Management and Superintendence of this Insti- 
tution a Reduction of Expenditure has been rapidly but steadily going forward, 
which now amounts to a Sum varying from 61. 10 s. to 8/. per Head per Annum, 
compared with the Expenditure of previous Management, while the Comfort 
of the Inmates, the Regularity and Discipline of the Civil Department, have 
been the Subject of the warmest Praise on the Part of every public and private 
Authority. Without trespassing further on your Lordship’s Attention I beo- to 
submit my Views on the Five Propositions which close the Report of the Lords 
Committee. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) James Flynn, M. D., T. C. D., 
Right Hon. Lord Eliot, Manager of Clonmel Asylum. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Proposition 1. The Necessity of discontinuing as soon as practicable the 
Committals of Lunatics to Gaols and Bridwells. 

Proposition 2. The Necessity of amending the Act 1 Viet. c. 27 which 
appears, upon the Authority of the Chancellor of Ireland, to have 
led to the most serious Abuse. 

The Propriety of carrying out these Two Propositions (which more or less 
bear upon each other) is so manifest that it would almost be a Waste of Time 
to add any thing to the Evidence already recorded in their Support ; however 
I beg to submit the Two following Cases, out of many, in Illustration of the 
prejudicial Manner in which the Law, as it now stands, is found to operate, 
1st, as regards the Individuals who are brought under its Provisions, 2d, as to 
the Confusion it creates in the Discipline and Statistics of a great national 
Institution, whose Records in every Department should be perfect, and thus 
available for every Purpose of local or general Information. 

1st. As regards the Individuals who are brought under the Provisions of the 
Act in question : — 

E. M. had been committed to Nenagh Gaol either to protect herself or 
Friends from Danger and Annoyance, or to evade the Expense of transmitting 
her to this Hospital. She was after some Time forwarded, by a Warrant of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, from Nenagh Gaol to the District Asylum 
here at the public Expense. After some Months her Family became desirous 
to have her brought home, as the Report from me to them was “that she 
had become tolerably tranquil, although far from being deemed well.” Several 
Applications were made to me on the Subject ; I felt the Difficulty of the Case, 
and applied to Government for Instructions in the following Terms : — 

Asylum, Clonmel, 7th August 1843. 

A Person named M. was sent to Nenagh Gaol as a dangerous Lunatic by her 
Friends, who are respectable and wealthy; she was thence transferred to this 
Asylum by a Warrant of the Irish Government ; her Family is anxious to take 
her home, although she is not restored to Health. Can I give her up to her 
Relatives without any Order from your Department, she not being charged 
with the Commission of Crime ? 

I have, &c. 

Edward Lucas, Esq. (Signed) J. Flynn, M. D., 

&c. &c. &c. Manager. 



The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




C 7 ) 

The Reply to the foregoing was as follows : 

Sir, 

With reference to your Letter of 7th instant I ^ th August 1813 ‘ 

Lord Lieutenant has not the Power to order the T)T f*l uamt / ou that the 
„«d i. Letter except « Ke P “»" 

To Manager hav N e > &c - 

D. L. Asylum, Clonmel. (Signed) E. Lucas. 

Thus tins Woman, rather respectably connected, unchained with the Com 
mission of Crime, sent to a neichbounno- ttanl c n /r b ; L Wltn the ^ om ~ 
to this Hospital, must remain for Life a p • e ,^’ thence transferred 

Health or Relieved by a cZgl in this Law " ^ reatowd t0 P erfect 

' '** “ greater H,ri.Mp 

»££ SZHa’Sz t r.? 

Crime; from the Period of his Admission he iL 1 w’ le . was ™ ch arged with 
subject to Epilepsy. His Fa L n mnTnrlmt ft bee V n W f ak Health - and 
lihood of his Restoration tf perfect* ^HeaHh “ e ‘ T n ° like ‘ 

The Decision in the Case of E M ^nd ed fflW of T o‘° f ‘ h "?, home - 
seriously ill, and died on Christmas Dav Hi P=“ent! ? Qu u estlon - He took 

U ™ iD tbeD - 

iSs~T^2 

theextreme eC as Iff since that Time have become serious in 

Crimin^af*r Gao^L^irmtic 116 ^ 1Xt ^ ?f the entire Inmates now form a Class of 
whateveiu ? s reconl^ h concerning whom or their former History nothing 
In additLn ?o tht d ’h r S n "° Informatl ° n whatever accompanies them here, 
that ttfcoPaS g t0 , Sta i 6 ’ afcr CareM and anxious Observation, 
viole^tmdlicS^ s presents by far a greater Proportion of mischievous, 

of those who had n tebl , Characters \ 1 have double or even treble the Number 
Who had never been contaminated by Confinement in a Gaol. 

Pr ° P S°es i,3 h f I ° ex P« dien 7 of appropriating Union Workhouses as 
of which P f ° r th f, Custod 7 or the Treatment of the Insane, for both 
or which Purposes they appear wholly unsuited. 

for the fonl ffe ' renC if ° f OP™ 011 ma 7 be found to exist on this Proposition and 

Cost anfofTof,f eaSOnS - The P r,.P W C ° mmissi ° ners undertook at grTat 
of a very lame TSh,mh° n ™ at ” e t De bberation, to provide for the Reception 

°f Ireland 'To!S tf f I 1 ? SaDe . ln the different Workhouses 

and wise tn t Ql f stl0 “ therefore naturally arises, would it not be prudent 

Reception of JLf™ *** ; heSS W 7 ?f h ,°T S can be made available for the 
“gs wouW he l ° ts P r °Pe r ly so called before a Number of additional Build- 
transition State . j !? d 0n t very poor Countr y in the Beginning of its 
Affliction and’ whose 'I' ClaSS ofPe0 P le whose hopelessly incurable 

aniJ Clothing eh r“, d Wan ,^ reqU ’ re llttIe be 7 0nd S ood Lodging 
Average of about f. up P ked ’ ac e° r dmg to the Poor Law Returns, at an 
Workhouses. ‘ FlVe Pounds Sterling per Head per Annum in the existing 
233. 

With 
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With respect, however, to Lunatics properly so called, whether curable or 
incurable, the Case is far different, and I beheve no one will be found to 
Kite their being, “kept in Custody or under Treatment m Union 

“therefore, this Proposition be divided into Two Parts, embracing under 
one the Idiots and under the other Lunatics, and if the former be retained 
in Workhouses, and the latter (if incurable; transferred together with the 
Incurables from the different existing Asylums, to a central or pinvmcial InsU- 
tution, the Difficulties which present themselves may at once be got rid of; 
and I propose to show in the Observations under Proposition 5. that this Course 
till be attended with the best Results to the existing Asylums, and be productive 
of a Saving in Amount scarcely credible, unless proved beyond Doubt by the 
Returns already furnished, and by the Economy now in progress m this 
Asylum in Pood, &c. &c. 

Proposition 4. The Necessity of providing one central Establishment for 
Criminal Lunatics under the immediate Control of the Irish Govern- 
ment, to be supported from the same Funds and under the same 
System adopted with regard to Criminal Lunatics m Lngland. 

This Proposition is of such paramount Importance that it appears strange 
why it had not long since been adopted, as Remonstrances from several Boards 
of Governors had been from Time to Time forwarded to Government on the 
Impropriety and Inconvenience of keeping such Persons in Distnct Asylums. 

For State Reasons Criminal Lunatics should be at all Times under the imme- 
diate View of the Executive, and for humane ones they should be removed as 
soon as possible from Hospitals where their Presence tends to irritate and 
annoy Convalescents, by the Reflection that they are associated with what 
they call Murderers or Convicts, a Circumstance that tends to great Danger 
and Excitement where Accommodation and Airing Yards are limited in the 
extreme. 

Moreover it should be borne in Mind that Hospitals for the Insane are not, 
and in no other Country have been, deemed Prisons, and should therefore in 
Ireland be separated, on the Grounds of Justice and Humanity, altogether 
from any Connexion with Prison Officers, Prison Discipline, and Prison 
Reports. 

Proposition 5. The Necessity of increasing the Accommodation for Pauper 
Lunatics in Ireland, and of providing for Cases of Idiotcy, Epilepsy, 
and Chronic Disease ; 1st, by either increasing the present Number ot 
Asylums, 2d, .by enlarging the existing ones, (or 3d. by erecting 
separate Establishments specially appropriated for their Classes. 

This Proposition deserves the deepest Consideration, whether we look at the 
Depression of Manufactures and Agriculture, the rapid Increase of County 
Rates and general Taxation, above all to the Fact that there exist at e 
present Moment ISO additional Structures in this Country in which it had been 
professed to maintain and support 2,300 Idiots or Lunatics, and for w' om 
Accommodation had been provided by the Authorities to which the Poor Laws 
had been intrusted for Details of Administration. However “ Society, a 
observed Lord Monteagle, “ having undertaken to perform a Duty,” it become 
all Persons to see whether, and how far, that Duty has been performed, an 
any Portion be left incomplete, to endeavour to suggest a Remedy for 
Defect, in a Mode most consistent with Economy and the limited Resource 
of the Country. . . ,l 

If Idiots properly so called be provided for (as had been intended) in 
Union Workhouses, the first great Difficulty will at once be got over, as 
Necessity for Five additional Asylums for 2,300 will be done away w> 
altogether. . ,. . i 

The next Step, therefore, to be taken is to consider bow far addi i 
Accommodation may be required to relieve the present Asylums from 
incurable Inmates which now almost exclude the Reception of recen 
probably curable Cases. ,, , 

The recent Parliamentary Report fortunately goes far to solve the Dime 
as from it may be found that there are now permanently domiciled in 
Four Munster Asylums, viz. Clonmel, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, up ^ 
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S pz™* sss^aa -sr 

sufied to their limited 

I submit the following Tables. No. 1 is taker! f™ +i, 0 tj * foprove this 

*" ** 35 - «* tbe^h^dtp^ 



Clonmel 

Cork 

Limerick 

Waterford 



Now, if these 590 Incurables, and in most Instances dangerous Cases were 
transferred to a Provincial Asylum, and such of them „ T '-.ases, were 
sent to their respective Workhouses, ample Room would he f % . arn ?* ess ^iots 

■ «- - 

I beg to submit the Cost of a Provincial Asylum for 600 Patients It should 
if possible be built after the Model of the Devon Asylum L clsdv of 
course, and with this Alteration in the Plan.-the radiating Wings shoidd he 

A^lVh that ^ a o Rt T ° f Cells ° n each Siie of the Corridor, and with Floors of 
Asphalta .as in Siegburg and other continental Asylums. (In Northampton 
many of the Floors are of Indian Rubber Matting.) The Cause is obvious^ 
n making out this Estimate I have the Experience of my own T v lum 
before me, where the Food Servants, &c. &c, are to be found l laid down f”r 

latter ** 1 CalC,1 ' ate the F °° d fOT *« 



Number 

of 

Incurables. 


Total Cost for them 
for the Year ending 
31st March 1843- 




s. d. 


44 


789. 0 0 


274 


3,111 0 0 


213 


2,997 0 0 


61 


1,152 0 0 


592 


8,039 0 0 



SU Ethan cTonmeO el,tS * “ ^ P ! r ^ C ° ne ^ ‘ ^ 

HeadpCT AmUm > d ‘ tto ; f<*> l 0 

Contingencies, Repairs of Bnildings, Postage, &c. &c. . 250 0 0 

i i*! dlC j? Su P erm tendent or General Director . . S00 0 A 

1 Attending or Consulting Surgeon - . - - so o n 

1 Marion^ Ap0thecar ^ and Store-keeper - . 80 0 0 

15 iMladed tten ^ antS at ^ per Annum Average each, Clotliing 

^ervaats at Average 61, per Annum - . 150 0 0 

ZS° rt fl, Servants ’ «. at « per Day per Head - . . 240 0 0 

A1Iowances t0 Ma tr° n and Clerk - - - 40 0 0 

e lcine ‘ • - - - - SO 0 0 

Total Cost of maintaining a Chronic Asylum for 
One Year, containing 600 Inmates - - j£5,330 0 0 

rpi 

a P^ esent Cost of maintaining 592 Incurables in the existing 

Asylums is - : 8,039 * 0 0 

e contemplated Cost in a Chronic Asylum would be - 5,330 0 0 

t0 ^ le Province would be, therefore, per Annum - *£2,709 0 0 
ent incalculable Advantage to be derived by removing them 

C from 
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from Hospitals specially intended for the Treatment and Cure of Insanity. ' 
The Idiots transferred from Asylums to Workhouses would fully balance any. 
Lunatics sent from the latter Establishments, so that the Number 600 will be 
found sufficient for present Purposes for the Province of Munster. With these 
Provincial Asylums, as well as with the existing ones, it is most desirable that 
the Poor Law Commissioners should have little to do, beyond, if possible, the 
Rate. That Commission does not possess Materials for the Duties of medical 
Inspection, medical Statistics, or medical Reports ; besides, the Government of 
Workhouses, where the Inmates can come and go as it may please them, is, 
and should be, different from that of Institutions wherein there is a Curtailment 
of the Subject’s Liberty to go at large ; in a Word, the Lunatic Asylums of 
Ireland, and of every Country, should be under the sole Control, Guidance, 
and Direction of the Executive and its responsible Officers. 

The present System of inspecting and reporting on Lunatic Asylums should 
also be abolished at once or totally remodelled. It takes place but once 
annually, is necessarily hurried, and the Reports of course imperfect. I give 
an Instance. In the last Report to Parliament on this Asylum it was stated 
that “ more than 100 Patients were under Treatment at the Inspection” 
(Pao-e 89) ; at Page 108 there are returned “ 41 Patients , Idiots , and Incur - 
ables, while the total Number in the Asylum was but 101. Idiots and 
Incurables receive no Treatment beyond Food and Clothing and Lodging. A 
Comment on this is needless. Moreover, in the Appendix to the Commis- 
sioners Report on the Grand Jury Laws, addressed to his Excellency Earl 
De Grey by that Commission, there is the following important Letter from 
Mr. White, for Six Years Surgeon to the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, and now 
Inspector General, who during that long Period must have well known the 
Subject on which he wrote so strong, a Document. 



Copy of a Letter from Francis White, Esq., to Grand Jury Commissioners. 

(Appendix 98- of their Report.) 

Gentlemen, . 

The Points for Consideration with respect to the Grand Jury Business which 
you lately circulated with a view to receive Information and Suggestions- relate, 
among other Matters, to improving the Management of Lunatic Asylums, 
&c. &c. The Expenditure of the District Asylums is wisely intrusted to the 
Lord Lieutenant and Council, but the Management of these Institutions, or 
rather their medical Condition, is a Subject of great Importance and meriting 
the gravest Consideration. 

The Legislature had judged it proper . that the District Asylums, although 
public Institutions and superintended by local Governors and Managers 
appointed by the Crown, should nevertheless be open to periodical Inspection, 
and the Results of that Inspection laid before Parliament. The Advantages of 
an Inspection are too obvious to be repeated ; but what I wish to submit (in as 
brief a Manner as possible) is, that the present System of Inspection must, 
from a Variety of Causes, be of no Use whatsoever.. 

This Inspection is ..performed by the Two. Inspectors General of Prisons at 
the Time of their half-yearly Visits to the Gaols. The Period of that Inspec- 
tion is known beforehand, and when it takes place is limited to an Inquiry, 
namely, into the Number of Patients, and some few Matters of minor Impor- 
tance, very little bearing on the State and Management of the Institution or its 
unhappy Inmates. This is a Duty totally unconnected with the Inspectorship 
of Prisons, and which the Inspector General (however competent for his own 
proper Business) cannot fully discharge. It is. a Duty which at the same 
Time should be satisfactorily performed, and the Reports periodically made to 
the Crown or to the 'Privy Council, under whom the Asylums are already 
placed. It would be better to discontinue the present Inspectorship altogether 
than to have the Name of it without its producing the least beneficial Results. 
I am far from making any personal Charge against the Inspector General ot 
Prisons ; it is the existing System I complain of, or rather represent to be 
utterly defective and inefficient , and which must so remain until the Inspection 
be made by Persons who will be able to afford more Time towards the Per- 
formance of such important Duties, and. who should possess that. Species ot 
. " 4 . r Knowledge 
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Knowledge which is so necessary and which cannot be possessed by those 
D u tyin q“. a ' ]d preVI0 “ Hab,ts have qualified them for the peculiar 

(Signed) Fuancis White. 

It would be superfluous to add any thing to the above Testimony as to the 
Uselessness of annual Inspections of these Asylums, and the consequent 
defective Kmd of Returns that are made on one of the most important Branches 
either of Civil or Professional Statistics. ^ niancnes 

Before closing these Remarks, I beg most earnestly, but most respectfully to 
press upon the Consideration of the Authorities, that in each Asylum, whether 
District 01 Pioviticial, there should be one Government Officer, as Resident 
Physician and General Director, with ample but responsible Powers, after 
the Example of Hanwell, Northampton, and Wakefield in England, Siegburo- 
and other Asylums on the Continent, whose Discipline, Statistics, audgLraT 
Economy tln-ow our Insh Institutions far, very far indeed, into the Shade, and 

subordinate^ffi cer ° ^ ^ COmeGted Blood or Marriage with any other 

The unaccountable Manner in which the medical and managerial Duties 
have been mixed up, or rather confused, in the Rules of 27th March 1843, and 
he Remonstrances that have grown out of the Alterations attempted by 
these Rules from several Boards to the Council Office, tend to prove that 
several co-ordinate Authorities, are wholly incompatible with a sound, whole- 
some and respons.ble System of financial, moral, or medical Management. 
The : Illustration given by the Belfast Board, in constituting Dr. Stewart 
Resident Physician as well as Manager, goes far to prove my Proposition, 
as that Asylum is admitted before the Lords Committee to be the. best con- 
ducted m Ireland. 

(Signed) James Flynn, M. D., T. C. D., 

Manager of Clonmel Asylum. 



Report of llie Connaught District Lunatic Asylum. 



Connaught District Lunatic Asylum, 

t i- . . , _ ' 12th January 1844. 

■in compliance with the Desire of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
expressed in Lord Eliot’s Letter of the 30th of November the undersigned 
Governors of this Asylum have considered the Report of the Committee of 
of Lords upon the Lunatic Poor of Ireland. 

Ihe Board agree with their Lordships that the Practice of committing 
^unatics to Gaols and Bridewells, ought to be as rarely as possible resorted 
Oj and that the Statute 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27. is defective in Two important 
aeguaids to the Liberty of the Subject, inasmuch as “ its Operation is not 
ependent upon Depositions taken on Oath and recorded, and it does not 
ciently define the Qualification of the single medical Witness upon whose 
^ vidence Committals are permitted to take place,” and therefore the Act 
squires to be amended. 

of ^ 0ai( ? . a ^ same Time conceive, that where the Families or Friends 
i erSO p S y i s i te d with the Misfortune of Insanity are unable or refuse to take 
aig e of them, and the public Safety requires that they should be immediately 
tiured, ut may be necessary to commit to Prison until Means can be procured 
transfer and Admission to a Lunatic Asylum. 

Criminal Lunatics, or Persons who under the Influence of Monomania 
against the Law, the Board do not see how Magistrates 
the . | s P ose otherwise than by committing them ; a Practice which, since 
Mn • e anc ^ judicious Circular addressed by the Lord Chancellor to the 
1 &^Tv* eS on the. 18th of March last explanatory of the Provisions of the 
Tl R Ct ’ C ’ ** ma y ^ 10 P e ^ h as k een unattended with any Abuse, 
the p G • oarc ^ are f ully impressed with the Importance to the Chance of 
Lun ? tient,s R ec °very, and therefore to the Interest of the Public, of having 
oq C q aS P l om P^y possible transferred to a regular Lunatic Asylum, and placed 
■ under 
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under suitable Treatment ; but they cannot concur with their Lordships, that 
it is either inhuman or unjustifiable for the Civil Power in the meantime, 
under the Provisions of the Statute, to imprison any dangerous Lunatic not 
otherwise provided for ; they conceive, on the contrary, that it would be rather 
inhuman and unjustifiable to leave such a Person at large. 

It is to be regretted that their Lordships, while condemning the Provisions 
of an Act of Parliament which was called for by a Consideration of the public 
Safety, have not pointed out in what other Manner criminal or dangerous 
Lunatics could be disposed of in an Emergency, or while awaiting their Transfer 
to a Lunatic Asylum ; and this Remark is the more called for as the Third Pro- 
position which their Lordships have put forward as the Result of their Inquiries 
further condemns the Use of Workhouses under any Circumstances as Places 
for the Custody of the Insane. The Question then arises, what is to be done 
with a dangerous Lunatic, especially with a Pauper of that Description without 
Home or Friends, between the Time that Insanity declares itself by the Per- 
petration or Attempt at Outrage and its being ascertained that he can he received 
into an Asylum. 

The Board most cordially approve of the Fourth Proposition of the Lords 
Committee respecting the Institution of a Central Establishment for Criminal 
Lunatics. They consider that its Adoption would be both just and considerate 
to all other Lunatic Patients who are at present mixed up with Persons in 
frequent Instances undergoing the Penalty of their Offences, under a doubtful 
Verdict of Insanity, and at the same Time useful in the Prevention of Crime, 
by rendering the Consequences of such Verdicts more penal and the Custody 
of the Criminal more secure. They also conceive it will be attended with the 
further Advantage of lessening the Necessity there at present exists for pro- 
viding increased Accommodation for the Lunatic Poor. 

Having recommended the Institution of an Establishment for Criminal 
Lunatics, which would probably relieve the District Asylums to the Extent of 
about Twenty Patients from each, their Lordships proceed to propose Two 
Alterations, one of which must needs be further adopted, in order to provide 
the requisite Amount of Accommodation, viz. 1st, the Enlargement of the 
present District Asylums, and 2d, the Building of a Number of new ones for 
the Reception of Incurables. The first Alternative appears to have been only 
noticed by their Lordships for the Purpose of being condemned. In support of 
the latter Alternative, on the contrary, every Argument elicited in the course of 
the Evidence taken before their Lordships, or which could be supplied from 
other Sources, is carefully brought forward, while such Considerations or Evidence 
as might militate against its Adoption appear to have been altogether overlooked. 
Separate Institutions for Incurables are recommended by the Committee upon the 
twofold Grounds of Economy and Humanity (see Qu. 667 . and 668). Pirst, with 
reference to the Question of Economy : — With that Regard for proper Classifi- 
cation, Supervision, and Out-door Employment which the Committee consider 
(and properly) of so much Importance, the hiring of Buildings here and there 
to be used as Asylums for incurable Lunatics, as suggested by Mr. Blake (see 
Qu. 310.), could not be resorted to ; for even if vacant Buildings could be found 
of sufficient Magnitude where wanted, they would generally be deficient in the 
Requisites of internal Distribution, or of having Land attached to them which 
could be hired upon economical Terms ; new Buildings would therefore be 
indispensable to the Plan ; and it does not appear that the Committee have 
entered into a Consideration of the Expense of purchasing new Sites, and of 
erecting Eight or Ten new Lunatic Asylums upon a sufficient Scale of Mag- 
nitude to accommodate, classify, employ, and amuse double the Number of 
Lunatic Patients for which the existing Asylums are designed, nor of the 
new Staffs of Officers and Attendants that would be required in the new 
Establishments. From the Evidence, however, of Dr. Conolly, the eminent 
Manager of Hanwell Institution, where 900 out of 1,000 are Incurables, it 
appears (see Qu. 802.) that One Attendant is necessary for every Seventeen 
or Eighteen Patients ; and as this is about the Proportion between Attendants 
and Patients in the District Asylums, we. are not warranted in looking for 
any Saving of Expense under this Head of Charge in the new Institutions. 
Any Saving therefore to be made must be under the Head of Diet, and 
this to render the Argument valid must he such as to cover not only the 
Interest of Money laid out in the Purchase of Land and the Erection of new 

Buildings, 
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Buildings, but also the Salaries of the new Staffs of Officers the Cost of 
removing Patients declared incurable from one Institution ' ^o\nother and 
possibly also of some additional Remuneration to the Inspectors General on 
accoun of the increased Duty of Half-yearly Inspection/ of so many new 
Institutions. The Board therefore regret that their Lordships have omitted 
to furnish any Statement of the Dietary Regulations they would propose fo/the 
new Institutions and the more so .as they conceive that any Sa/ing P undei- the 
Head of Diet that would be justifiable in the new Asylums might be (and 
therefore ought to be) quite as easily effected in the present Lunatic Establish- 
ments. Dr. Whites Evidence respecting the Establishment at Island Bridge 
implies a very high, and, coming from such a Quarter, certainly a very disin- 
terested Eulogmm, »pon the Poor Law Commissioners for the superior Ability 
they have shown in the Management of that Institution ; but as his Evidence 
unfortunately affords no Insight into the Particulars of their Management the 
Dietaiy, Classification, and general Heads of Expense, further Inquiry would be 
indispensable before a sound Judgment could be formed upon the Subject 
. Upon the Ground of Humanity, the Consideration of which is so much and 
in a Question of this Nature so properly, dwelt upon by the Committee it is 
to be apprehended that a Diet inferior in Quantity or in Quality, or perhaps in 
both, to what a Lunatic had been accustomed to before his Transfer from a 
District Asylum to one for Incurables would be felt by him as a painful 
Privation. Such a Change could not but aggravate the Case of the Patient 
who is thenceforward hopeless of that Recovery the Prospect of which had 
previously compensated to him for Loss of Liberty and Removal from his 
Friends. It is impossible to visit an Institution of this Kind and not be struck 
with the Importance of Hope to the Support of the Patience and Cheerfulness 
the ™ dl £ ent C Ja ss Patients ; and upon this Point the Evidence 
of Dr. Connolly (Qu. 8S2.) is full and decisive even with respect to incurable 
Cases; for which Reason he is opposed to the Establishment of separate 
Asylums for Incurables. r 

The medical Witness from whom the most was elicited in favour of building 
separate Institutions for incurable Lunatics was Dr. Phelan ; and it is remark- 
able that that Gentleman classes Epileptics among the Incurables he would 
consign to them, although in his Evidence before the Medical Charities 
Committee a short lime previously he stated (see Appendix, Page 8, Qu. 713. 
717- and 718.) that such Patients are often the most dangerous to be met with, 
that the Malady is curable even in Adults, that he does not concur in the 
Views of those who consider Epileptics incurable, and that he considers them 
proper Objects for a Lunatic Asylum. The Evidence of Dr. Kidd, the 
Physician to the Armagh Asylum (see Appendix, Page 12, Qu. 1296. to 1299.), 
is to the same Effect. The Proposition therefore of consigning such Cases, or 
in fact any hut Cases of absolute Idiotcy, to an Asylum for Incurables, so far 
from being supported by a Consideration of Humanity, appears to this Board 
father directly opposed to it. 

It is undeniable that very sufficient Accommodation for all curable Cases of 
Lunacy would be obtained by the Removal from the present Asylums of above 
I wo Thirds of their present Inmates ; but inasmuch as the Committee of the 
Lords had already recommended the building of a Depot for the Reception of 
Lrimmal Lunatics, and at least one additional District Asylum for the Province 
or Connaught, the Proposition of further adding Receptacles for Two Thirds of 
the whole Lunatic Population of Ireland is one of . a Magnitude which this 
Board cannot but. consider as quite unwarranted. The Board can by no means 
concur in the Opinion of Mr. Blake, that “ if you take away the 237 incurable 
Inmates of the Connaught Asylum their Places would be filled up by 237 
fumbles, and that the same would be the Effect in all the other District 
Asylums by the withdrawal of the Incurables.” (See Qu. 323. to 326.) Yet 
unless such Opinion were well founded the limiting the Use of the District 
Asylums to new and curable Cases of Lunacy, to the Exclusion of chronic 
Cases, would be to waste probably the larger Half of the Accommodation these 
institutions in their present State afford, and which it appears in Evidence 
(see Qu. 88.), though fully occupied, admits of that Classification and Manage- 
ment that full Justice is done to the Case of every Patient fiom the Time of his 
being admitted. 

333. r> It 
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It appears to this Board that the Principle upon which their Lordships have 
come to the Decision of making a Recommendation of such Magnitude is not 
a sound one, viz., that because the Number of Lunatics in England and Wales 
is in the Proportion of One to every Thousand of the Population, therefore a 
like Proportion should exist in Ireland. (See Questions put to Dr. Phelan, 
670. 671. and 672.) The Board conceive that particular Maladies may be found 
to prevail more at one Place than another. An Example of this occurs in this 
very District with respect to the particular Malady of Insanity ; as it appears 
that there at present in this Asylum from the Town of Galway more than 
double the Number of insane Persons, in proportion to its Population, than is 
to he found from any other County of the District. 

In considering the actual Wants of the Country in respect of the Accom- 
modation of the Lunatic Poor the Board conceive that greater Reliance should 
he placed upon Official Returns made to Parliament than upon mere Opinion ; 
and they would submit that the Returns that have been furnished from Gaols, 
Workhouses, District and other Lunatic Institutions may be looked upon as 
presenting a tolerably fair Estimate of the actual Numbers of the Lunatic Poor 
of Ireland, inasmuch as the Accommodation, imperfect as it is, that has been 
provided for that Class in the Workhouses is as yet more than Two Thirds 
unoccupied. 

W’ith reference to the Use of Workhouse Accommodation for the Insane 
Poor Dr. Phelan’s Opinion (Page 8. of the Appendix, Qu. 71 6.) appears 
worthy of Attention, and accords with the Experience of many Members of this 
Board, viz., that for Idiots and perfectly harmless Lunatics such Accom- 
modation is very suitable. The Idiots that have been admitted, into . the Work- 
house in this Town have not been found to interfere with its Discipline ; and as 
they are neither Objects of Derision or Persecution, nor in any way obnoxious 
to the other Inmates, it is conceived, although their Lordships are of a different 
Opinion, that harmless Idiots may without Inhumanity or Inconvenience be 
received into the Workhouses. 

If therefore as such Cases occurred they were thus disposed of, instead of 
being as heretofore sent to the District Asylums, the latter would be thereby 
considerably relieved. 

Increased Accommodation would he further obtained by adopting the 
Recommendation of Dr. White the Inspector General (see Qu. 111. and 112.) 
of erecting an Infirmary in connexion with each of the District Asylums. In 
pointing out the Necessity of making these Additions to the present Establish- 
ments, Dr. White observes that they need not he under other Superintendence 
than that of the Physician. The Erection therefore of such additional hut 
detached Buildings for the Reception of about Ten per Cent, upon an Average 
of the whole Number of Inmates would not only be a Relief to that Extent, 
but afford that Relief without adding to the Duties of the Superintendent or 
interfering with the original Design of the Building ; and should further 
Accommodation be still necessary a Portion of the Cell Accommodation might 
be thrown into Dormitories, as recommended by the same Inspector General. 
(See Qu. 110.) 

In reference to the Numbers that a Lunatic Institution should contain the 
Evidence of Dr. Connolly of Hanwell is very valuable. His Opinion is dis- 
tinctly given (see Qu. 825.), that for the perfect Superintendence of it by its 
chief Officer it ought not to contain above 4,00 Patients, nor less than 100. 
Looking therefore to the vast Increase that might be made in the present 
Asylums before they would reach the maximum Accommodation of 400, and to 
the Relief that they would experience in the withdrawal of Criminal Lunatics 
and of perfectly harmless Idiots, and taking further into consideration the 
Probability of fewer Cases of Insanity henceforth occurring in consequence of 
the more temperate Habits of the lower Orders, and the future more frequent 
and speedy Recovery of the Patients through the Facilities of Accommodation 
afforded them, it is the Opinion of this Board that the Course they have 
ventured to suggest, of making the existing Institutions more perfect and 
available (an Opinion fortified by the Evidence of Drs. Kidd and Phelan before 
the Medical Charities Committee, and by that of Dr. Connolly before their 
Lordships), with the single Addition of a central Institution for Criminal 
7 Lunatics, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 15 ) 

Lunatics, would be upon every Account preferable to the evtenc;„= rr j . , • 
proposed in their Lordships Report. extensive Undertaking 

theCre eztens™e U1 one prrfen"ed byX^ltrdsM^ 

Committee seem quite sensible as they observe in their Report “ that th ev do 
™ tw f’ on ‘If Information before them, to decide absolutely on the relative 
Advantages of the Two Proposals.” (See Page xxiii.) * relative 

The Board cannot conclude their Remark- <? + 1 -,^ v>~ a.' 

die Recommendation of the Committee, that “ P ()ne or "ffl 

Asylums should be built for the Province of Connaught.” (See Pave six) 

This Recommendation of their Lordships appears to rest upon n°o Evidence 
of there being any greater Demands in this District for Lunatic Accom- 
modation under present Circumstances, than in any other District but sohdv 
upon a view of its Population and superficial Extent. As &r as the aeS 
Wants of the District can be ascertained from the Returasmade to Pariiamenf 
no other Evidence upon the Subject having been called for, there is nothing to 
wan-ant the Supposition that this District is not equally well provided for as the 
generality of others, and that any Deficiency of Accommodation may not te as 

pointefouti UP ^ ^ dseWhere ’ in the Manner the B°ard have already 

The Board have already combated the Principle which their Lordshins 
appear to have laid down, that Lunatics must always bear a certain Proportion 
to Population; but as their Lordships may in making their Recommendation 
have been partiy mfluenced by a Consideration of the superficial Extent of the 
District, with reference to which Mr. Blake states in his Evidence (see Qu. 284 ) 
J?*? °f th . e f Institutions is always partial, accommodating more 

mmaik ttetVi\^^ than . from a Distance, the Board wish to 

Farts of r B Evidence in this respect !S quite at variance with the 
ftenrtl 4 Case, as not only in this but in every other District for which 
mm? 1 1 ? A ( ylum - la a been erected the Benefit of the Institution (see Parlia- 

in te the^n? ? m ^ P i Pe '! dl ? t? beeU - m every res P ect ec l ualIy Participated 
m by the Counties of which the District is composed. 

feelins that , il; th . eir Duty alike t0 g l,ard against any needless 
to sm tte n 1 ? 15 ™?! -° u 1StnCt ‘ n tl,e Cllar § e fbr the Lunatic Poor, and 
MZtZ? ri Z S ? bS ? xcelI , enc y can 'ied into effect in behalf of those whose 
a j / las ™, at I e tbem dependent upon the Institution, would deprecate the 
present Circumstances, of the Recommendation of the Lords 
u eSS there were g° od Reaso11 for believing that the Lunatic 
' 1 L onnaught are twice as numerous as they appear to be, the Erection of 
ren an additional Asylum would be objectionable. 

mZ!’l PreSen ' Afylum, originally designed for only 150, appears to have been 
inrrl ? n0m ?? y managed in proportion as the Accommodation has been 
Cham? i “ Circumstance to be accounted for partly by the Establishment 
Staff? -j/ becomin g loss in proportion to the Numbers for whom the 
to if P rovic * ec * > an d the Building is capable of being very considerably added 
firman^ eCeSS i ar ^ t0 the Extent of 400, exclusive of the Patients in the In- 
Expense ^ 8 sma Eer Increase could at any. Time be effected at a very trifling 

Circumstances the Board trust .that without a more searching 
a new Establi 1 CGP n0t ^ ^ ount ^ es to t ^ e heavy Expense of 



(Signed) 



Clancarty. 

Ash town. 

Walter Laurence. 
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Uetdbh of the Average Expense of Patients in the Connaught District Lunatic * 
Asylum in each. Year from its opening. 



Average Number 
of Patients 
in the Asylum. 



Sums charged ^eac^PaU^nt 
rSear C . I -cjuding all 



1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 
184-0 
184-1 

1842 

1843 

expended 



90 

144 

149 

153 

207 

216 

244 

264 

267 

283 



£ s. d. 
1,895 18 9 
2,519 18 2 
2,254 9 8 
3,095 12 1 
3,123 16 9 
3,690 6 6 
4,344 17 11 
3,639 0 0 
3,561 15 1 
3,400 1 6 



Charges. 



£ s . d. 

21 1 3| In 1837 more than 400/. was ex- 

17 10 O pended in Alterations, additional Ac. 

15 2 7| commodations, &c., which increases the 
20 4 7 average Cost about 3Z. per Head 
15 3 3 above the Cost of Maintenance. 

17 1 8 In 1839 and 1840 about 1,000/. was 

17 16 1§ expended in repairing Damage done 
13 16 8| by a Storm, &c., which raises the 
13 6 Averages of those Years more than 

12 0 2 L per Patient. 

A large Amount has been annually 
in providing for the Accommodation of 150 additional Patients, &c. 



Report of the Limerick District Lunatic Asylum. 



Limerick District Lunatic Asylum, 
5th February 1844. 

It being generally admitted that providing increased Accommodation for the 
Insane has become indispensably necessary, it was at first suggested, that in the 
different Union Workhouses a few Wards should be allocated to that Purpose, 
to which such as were pronounced incurable at the District Asylums should be 
occasionally transferred ; thus relieving the Asylums to a certain Extent, and 
rendering them more accessible to the new and probably curable Cases, who 
under present Circumstances are often refused Admission for Want of Room, 
and consequently obliged to be kept at home, subject to improper Treatment, 
until the Malady assumes a permanent Character, and Recovery becomes 
doubtful. 

But the inadequate Powers of the Poor Law to provide for the Insane, the 
limited Space that could be allotted for Wards and Airing Yards precluding 
the Possibility of adopting a regular System of Classification, and the Difficulty 
of procuring proper Persons to superintend them, all concurred in removing 
every Prospect of Relief from that Quarter. 

Two other Remedies were then suggested, and have been favourably enter* 
tained by the Select Committee on the State of the Lunatic Poor; namely, 
either furnishing the existing District Asylums with Chronic Wards for the 
Reception of Incurables, that should be attached to and dependent on the 
Parent Establishment, and subject to the same Superintendence, or the Erec- 
tion of Provincial Asylums for all Classes of Incurables, to which they could be 
removed from the District Asylums of the Province, thus leaving the latter 
with at all Times sufficient Accommodation for such new and curable Cases as 
may present themselves. 

The former Remedy, although at first View it may appear feasible from the 
apparent Advantages it possesses of partaking of the same Care and Manage- 
ment as the present Institutions, yet could not be easily accomplished. Rey 
are chiefly situated near large Towns, where Land is dearer than in the Country 
Parts, and being mostly limited in Extent of Ground in proportion to then 
computed Numbers more should be purchased at a high Rate, thus producing 
the first serious Disadvantage. In the next place, the Asylums have been 
enlarged beyond the original Intention, and to augment the Cares ot 
Managers, still more would tend to detract from their Usefulness, as 
greater the Numbers to he attended to the more would the Manager's Attep 
be divided; and the Plan would thus involve the Necessity of appointing 
subordinate Officer and additional Keepers, for no Class of Lunatics req 1111 ® 
be more closely looked after than those who are generally termed Incuia^ > 
as amongst them will be found those subject to the most violent and irre S 

° J paroxysms 
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Paroxysms of Madness, not unfrequently attended with a TWee • 

to requn-es unceasing Vigilance^ tlfe Part of tCe wST/ pt^Te? 

Should f ilted^S tT* ^ ? be eS * ta * 
Province, it could be built and foSaJd 1 a m Lw? “ um for the 
others, and made sufficiently large to contain the Inriirobf^f 1 Scale tll3n tlle 
Asylum of the Province ; a^d if 

yermanendy^nsweTth^Pui^ose!^ 6 ** that il WOuld Actually Cd 

coffitTbe ^maintainecPat ^ ^those ''adart^^ incurable, 

would be necessary to have the Superintendence confide/tn V Cule i b £ rt lt 
acquired Experience in the Treatment of ?he Insane thJ Z°V 
may be worked to Advantage. This Class of ™ at the , Ex P ei 'iment 

capable of active and ^veral 

would require Vigilance and Skill and for this PnL. tl nd apportion which 
to each a large Quantity of Ground on^ whfch ftSt ^Latur S 6 f" 
and thus m a short Time materially lessen the ™ n e,- 3 l P , d be dlrected > 

5SST *5 s 

the Managers to adopt a more regular System of CLssificatioi i wldch^ ^!T 8 
present Circumstances they have no Opportunity of carry^g into effect “ 

(Signed) J. Gabbett, Chairman. 

John Jackson, Manager. 



Report of the Londonderry District Lunatic Asylum. 



Sir, Londonderry Lunatic Asylum, 

I am directed by the Governors and Directors of the 17 abov4 r LiLrtution to 
transit to you the enclosed Documents in answer to your Letei Jthe 

fe^t , a^ 1 po"tlr C Lnffi he ^ ° f the L ° rdS C ° l ™ ittee the * 

Ed &r d &c. Ca &f Sq ’ (Signed) ’ D. Cluff, Manager. 

Sir, Londonderry District Lunatic Asylum, 

In ,. QT VI * r .1 /-N . 15th February 1844. 

h a vp w P 7 t t0 the Communication with which the Directors of this Asylum 
w .A £° n °T d > requiring them to state, for the Information of his Excel- 
Report of thp^T Ll ® ut3nant ’, ‘heir Opinion respecting the Propositions in the 
thevKn f * Lords Committee on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland 
concm S m ° St res P ectfull y t0 submit that in the First Proposition they cordially 

to Trot; th X b ' gb , ly a PP rove °f the Second also, the working of the Act referred 
occasion'd A fuse hei6 ’ ™ elsewhere ’ P roduct ive of great Inconvenience and 

Lumbof S , regards tf ! e Third Proposition, they deem it impossible that incurable 
with™ , ’ h ° wev . er harmless, could be received into the Union Workhouses 
with thei™ DiscLr US y Im P alnn S t,le Utility of those Institutions and interfering 

presented** ‘u- S 1 !? b j e '? 1 t of the Fourth Proposition the Directors have already 
Estahlbi t0 Hls Excellenc y a Memorial, dated 12th May ] 848, praying that art 
be nrmdj n fl> t sacil as that now recommended by the Lords Committee should 
noT ed tor Criminal Lunatics. 

*o3. -|7 _ 

^ On 
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On the Fifth Proposition they beg to express their decided Preference of 
separate Establishments specially erected for the Classes of Patients therein 
mentioned rather than of Additions to the present District Asylums or of an 
Increase in their Number, and they beg leave to submit to His Excellency the 
enclosed Copy of a Letter on that Subject addressed by them in 1834 to the 
Commissioners of Poor Law Inquiry, containing the Reasons on which their 
Opinion is founded and in proof that they had long since given the Matter 
their anxious Consideration. 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) Francis Brownlow, 

Edward Lucas, Esq. Chairman. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Copv of a Letter addressed by the Directors of the Londonderry District 
Lunatic Asylum to the Commissioners of Poor Law Inquiry in February 
1834. 

We the Directors of the District Lunatic Asylum at Londonderry beg leave 
to call the Attention of the Commissioners of Poor Law Inquiry to the total 
Want of Prolusion that yet exists for the incurable Pauper Lunatics of this 
Country • and we are the more anxious to do so as in the Queries circulated 
by your Board no Information is sought on this Subject, which appears tons 
one of very great Importance. . , , , . , 

We beg to state, that although the District Asylums already erected, or now 
in process of being built, throughout Ireland will prove sufficient to receive all 
the curable Cases of Insanity, no legal Provision has yet been made for the 
Idiots and incurable Lunatics, who form by far the most numerous Portion of 

the Insane Poor. . . , T 

When the Erection of District Lunatic Asylums was first determined on two 
only were allotted for the Province of Ulster, one to be placed at Armagh and 
the other at Belfast, each to contain One hundred Patients -, hut on a Repre- 
sentation that these would prove very inadequate to the Wants of a Population 
exceeding Two Millions it was resolved to build a Third Asylum at this Uty 
for the Counties of Tyrone, Donegal, and Derry. 

It was soon evident the Lunatic Poor were much more numerous than had 
been supposed ; this Asylum was filled in a few Months, and as there were still 
many Claims for Admission Leave was obtained to fit the Building for Fifty 
additional Patients ; these have also been admitted, and the Applicants are 
still so numerous that we have lately been authorized by his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant to increase the Number of Patients to 250, and even with this 
Number we feel convinced that the Accommodation will be far short of what 
would be required in a District so populous as this is. 

Two Modes of providing for the incurable Lunatics have been suggested; 
either to attach Wards for their Reception to the present District Asylums, or 
to erect separate Buildings for such Patients exclusively. We are of opinion 
that the latter would be the preferable Plan, although it may at first seem the 
more expensive one. . 

No Data exists on which to form a Calculation of the Number ot Lunatics m 
this Country, but it may he presumed that they bear to the Population a rro- 
portion similar to that of Great Britain ; that is stated to be One in a Thousand, 
and as our District contains about 800,000 Inhabitants the Lunatics canno 



fall short ofSOO. , ,, 

Of 14,000 Lunatics in England 11,000 are stated to he Paupers, and as in 
Poor in this Country hear a still greater Proportion than in England to 
higher Ranks, it may be presumed that there are at least 600 in this y ls r j, ’ 
or nearly 2,000 in the Province, for whom Asylums should be provided a 
public Expense. , , 

It would be impracticable to add to the present Buildings so as to ^ n 
even Half that Number, or as to procure so much Land adjoining as woi 
furnish them with Employment. . 

We would therefore suggest that the District Asylums he limited to 
Reception of curable Cases of Insanity, ft r which Purpose, so far our 
Experience extends, they will prove fully adequate ; and that a plain Bui lj> 
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capable of containing Five or Six thousand Patients, with a large Farm annexed 
to it, be elected in a central Part of the Province, into which Idiots and Patients 
evidently incurable might at once be received, and where such CasL as prove 
incurable in the District Asylums might also be transmitted P 

Pla A n aslelrcumble L™3ST L°st ofTe IZafos miohX l^d * 

Wards and the Extent of the Establishment would rende^L avemfe Expenfe 
proportionally low. In an Asylum for 100 Patients the Cost of fach cannot 
be estimated at less than 20/. per Annum whilst in an F^klfol * r * 
500 or 600 we feel confident that it would fall short of Half thL Sum^ 
Whatever Doubts may be entertained respecting the Wisdom of a compulsory 
Provision for the Poor of tins Country it is generally conceded that the Pauper 
Lunatics at least have an irresistible Claim to Protection , this Claim is asTet 
almost entirely undischarged, and should it not be deemed advisable to recom- 
mend at present a comprehensive Measure for the Relief of the Irish Poor we 
hope that the Subject of a Provision for incurable Lunatics may be sp^dHy 
brought under the Notice of the Legislature, so that the Sufferings of this 
Delay! ,e P 683 ° ^ ° f PaUP “' S be miti S ated with the least practicable 

By Order of the Board. 

(Signed) R. Derby, Chairman. 



Report of the Maryborough District Lunatic Asylum. 



My Lord, District Lunatic Asylum, Maryborough, 

the 30th hJ 16 ^°, noul ; s t ° acknowled gethe Receipt of ym!' Lordship’^Letter of 
toe 30th November 1843, transmitting, for the Information of the Governors 
ot this Asylum, a Copy of the Report of the Committee of the House of Lords 
ot last Session on the State of the Pauper and Criminal Lunatics in Ireland, and 
requesting them to furnish any Observations on the Recommendations contained 
in that Report which their Knowledge of the Subject may enable them to 
make for the Information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

I beg leave to transmit the accompanying Observations thereon by the Board 
o Governors of the Maryborough Lunatic Asylum, adopted and approved at 
a Meeting held on the 10th instant. 
p . , . TT I have, &c. 

Right Hon. Lord Eliot, (Signed) William Abbott, 

&c ' &c - &c - Manager. 



Observations on the Report from the Select Committee of the 
Hodse of Lords on the State of the Lunatic Poor of Ireland, by the 
Board of Governors of the Maryborough District Lunatic Asylum, 
adopted and approved at a Meeting held on the 10th January 1844. 

The Governors of the Maryborough District Lunatic Asylum have ex- 
perienced considerable Satisfaction from learning that the Condition of the 
unatic Pool- of Ireland has received a large Share of Attention from the 
SiiV S6 + ■ Lords du ™6 tl,e ,ast Session of Parliament, and that this important 
p g. 4 l p at P resent under the Consideration of Government ; for although vast 
Tw t have been conferred upon the Insane Poor of Ireland within the last 
snff™ ty ni aiS ’ sti11 , much remains to be done to render the Provision for this 
of ,i v , sufficient to meet their Necessities, and the Board of Governors 
tne Maryborough Asylum fully concur in the Propriety of having sufficient 
ommodation provided for the proper Treatment of all such Cases, 
rim i IS .eject appears to have been so carefully inquired into, and so judi- 
, V , lewed by tke Committee of the House of Lords, that this Board have 
mitt™ R t0 i add beyond a general Confirmation of the Opinions of the Com- 
4,114 4 le .y deem it proper to record their Sentiments with respect to each 
tiead as reported on by the Committee. 

233. The 
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The Board have long been sensible of the very serious Disadvantages which 
have resulted from the Committal of Insane Persons to Gaols and Bridewells; 
and some of them can, as Members of the Board of Governors of the Lunatic 
Asylum and of the Board of Superintendence of the County Gaol, state from 
Experience that this Practice has proved highly prejudicial in its Operation ; 
the Discipline of the Prison being materially deranged, and the Insane confined 
under the most disadvantageous Circumstances. The Difficulty of obtaining 
Admission into the Lunatic Asylums, in consequence of the limited Extent of 
Accommodation, has, however, been so gre..t that the Friends of Persons 
affected with Insanity have gladly availed themselves of the Facilities afforded 
by the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 27- to obtain the Committal of such Cases to Prison, and 
thus ensure their being speedily placed in Security, and their more expeditious 
Transfer under a Government Order to the Lunatic Asylum of the District. 
The Evils attending the present Operation of this Act appear to be so fully 
appreciated by the Committee, as well as by the Lord Chancelloi of Iieland, that 
it is unnecessary for the Board to dwell further on the Subject than to observe, 
that the Provision of sufficient Accommodation for the Insane Poor would in 
all Probability go very far to correct the Inconveniences already experienced, 
amongst which may be enumerated, as one of the most serious, the Obstacles at 
present encountered in obtaining the Discharge of Persons committed under 
the Act, as they cannot be dismissed when considered by the proper Officers in 
a fit State to go at large unless a Certificate be made out by Two Physicians 
that the Patient has become of “ sound Mind a Condition not always found 
to exist even when there can be no Doubt of the Propriety of Liberation. 
Thus Persons affected by the ordinary Forms of Insanity, not in reality guilty 
of or likely to commit any Crime, but merely committed to Prison by Relatives 
for safe keeping, are frequently detained after their Friends would desire to 
receive them home, and when the proper Officers of the Asylum consider 
them quite fit to be discharged. The Facilities which this Act may afford for 
the improper Confinement of Persons alleged to be insane have been so fully 
noticed in the 8th Page of the Report of the Committee that further Remark 
on that Point by the Board would he superfluous. 

The Board of Governors of this Asylum fully agree in the Propriety of 
having Criminal Lunatics located in some central Establishment specially appro- 
priated to such Cases, the Inconvenience of their Presence in a District 
Asylum having been set forth in a Letter from the Chairman of the Board to 
Lord Morpeth, 11th January 1839. Amongst these Persons are many in an 
undoubted State of Sanity, whose Presence is prejudicial to the Discipline of 
the Asylum. The Provision for their safe Custody is inadequate in Establish- 
ments suitably constructed for the proper Treatment of the Insane, so is it also 
objectionable to associate Persons by whom heinous Offences have been com- 
mitted amongst those unsuspected of Crime. Past Experience, however, proves 
the Necessity for due Caution in future Legislation on this Subject, to guard 
against the Error of confining as Criminals Persons who can only he regarded 
as fit Subjects for ordinary Treatment in a Lunatic Asylum. 

With respect to the Confinement of Lunatics in Workhouses, the Opinion of 
the Committee, as expressed in the Eighteenth Page of their Report, is so very 
decided that it appears unnecessary to offer any additional Argument m its 
Support. This Board fully coincides in that Opinion, which they hope may be 
acted upon in future Arrangements. 

The most difficult, as it is not the least important Subject for Consideration, 
is the most judicious Means by which the requisite Accommodation may be 
provided for all the Insane Poor of each District. It being admitted that all 
Classes of Insane should be provided for in Institutions exclusively appropriated 
to such Purposes, it remains only to be determined whether such Object can 
be most advantageously effected by the Extension of Accommodation in tue 
existing Institutions by the Erection of new Establishments on the same 
Principle of the present District Asylums, . or by the Foundation of new Insti- 
tutions, to which Cases of Idiotcy and hopeless and harmless Lunacy may be 
transferred. The first of these Plans, viz. an Extension of Accommodation in 
the existing Institutions where practicable, is that which this Board would recom- 
mend for Adoption, as it is conceived that existing Arrangements and the present 
Staff belonging to the several Institutions could be in a great Measure made 
available for the required Purpose. 
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ini? & E ^tion Of other Build- 

Acres, would be regarded as most desirable iir tb 1? ’ 1S ^ ourteen Irish 

of Patients, could be readily oZ n“d Employment and Recreation 
the Maintenance of the Inmates ’ ’ “ 18 ex P ected ’ go far towards 

It has not been demonstrated in the Rpnnrt or ,i,„ a? ., 

Witnesses, that any Saving of Expense could be Iff e Evi j’ ence ' 0 I an y of the 
separate Depots ft,/ Incurables, no” there anneaf anfn 7 Erection of 
subjecting of this Class to any Plan of Treatment inferior^ Reason to jusufy the 
operation m the District Asylums. In this Institution ml rf Z at pr . esent ln 
ing of the Patients are probably incurable ■ irnno of tb ° me 7 * j 6 - m0st lnterest - 

CL, are regular anS induKusk, tk * ^ "f^ ? lto ^ 

Feelings and of a watchful Perception of the various PaSXs 0 f thelf TrTf 
ment. These Persons could not with anv Tnstire ho . th S‘ i reat - 

Incurables, where they could hardlv emn/tha . a : Kl l(:c to , a Depot for 
tion as at present, the depressing In/uen/elif suchTchanr^ 65 Cl . assifica - 
render them extremely miserable In tW such “ Change being calculated to 

parativelv happy, and £ y ery U seM h X P nffl nt are 

acquainted witTtheir Charade, ?.nd PecMkAie^anTmuch ? H InSti f tio " s ™ 
the Misfortune of their Condition ’ and "“ch ,s done to mitigate 

Class of Patients require P mote 3d T.l* 1 ” ?T* that ™ 

less frequent amongst them, the Suddennesswith which thl'p? Recover y Is 

Parliament, dTedV" Offi£ “ Co«T *1° 

^reEsH,M rkhOUSeS ’,T n0t inC,ude a CalcSontf the^haS 
tTmidfaT rlTm “5 ‘.i* 6 Rep °',f alluded t0 is oonse q uently S calculJed 

Patients in tl,f rv a ? d are a ? tL ! all y maintained at lesser Cost than other 

CbtW„„ hJh D T°V Asylums; their Food is of a plainer Kind, and their 
wav the^Fxn , b ^ al worn b I the ” ore orderly Class of Patients. In this 
akhVugh^n P a,e d Hk r p e “ f P‘'f eat regulated by the Necessities of each Case, 

§ / aie taken int0 Calculation m striking a general Average On the 
S !f ens,0n of Accommodation the Sentiments of the S Law Com? 
to Attend ’ expressed m the Nmteenth Page of the Report, appear entitled 

by thfa Board” 0 T?f 1‘u S °” e Degree ! > tbe °P !ni ° ns alra % expressed 

bCrected fotw 7f gh 7 g , tha important Question whether Dep6ts should 
it diffiriiHte Incurables > Jt sbould not be forgotten that Experience has proved 
wh™ feast exn^°d nCe “7 , Case '" Cl ™ ble ' Recovery occasionally taking! place 
occur if h ex | )e o ted ; such desirable Results are, however, much less likely to 

£ r e t whS:t nt b n t 7f ved 0f «° pe , b y Transfer *> tb « incurable Estab? 
previomK • . h at the same lune fae removed from amongst those who 
Pr n"“ S, y “mistered to his Wants and watched over his Infir, niticl. 

most required R Z °/ “*5^ naw “strict Asylums in Situations where 
Pected ?h. If’ th ,?°f d do ” ot f eei called u P° n t0 off e r an Opinion, as it is ex- 
the Wantf of tL W M P ia k nned 4 ddltl °” t0 tb ® Accommodation at present existing 
rpj nts °* the Maryborough District will be supplied. ° 

can nor Extent of increased Accommodation which may be necessary 

but the BoaH pre M nt State °l the Infbrmati0, ‘ before the Board, be defined? 
bv the InZ l d r W ° U n Sugge 7 tbat a P robab ]y correct Opinion might be formed 
means of th <Jre , ne , ral of Prisons, &c., on Information to be obtained by 
wardino- l?„7 Constabulary ; the Inspector General of that Department for- 
obtained th ™ S ,° h Eou ? t y Inspector, to be filled up from Information to be 
Gov“no r ’I? f h fe Head Constable of each Police Station. The Board of 
Government 7 Asylum wish earnestly to recommend to the Consideration of 
233 ent the P ro P ne ty of trying whether the Accommodation may not be 
F ' with 
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with Advantage extended here, where Land can be obtained on moderate Terms, 
probably under 50s. per Irish Acre, adjoining the Premises and building 
Cl are abundant, and of superior Quality. Bearing on this Point the 
Opinion delivered before the Committee by Dr. Conolly (825 ) may be referred 
to in which he recommends that the Extent of Asylums should be generally 
limited to 400 Patients ; whereas in this Institution there is Accommodation for 

1? Tbe Board of Governors of the Maryborough Lunatic Asylum hope that in 
the Revision of the existing Arrangements for the Care of the Lunatic Poor the 
Interests of an equally important Class shall not be forgotten. Under existing 
Laws Persons of small Means, having small Farms, petty Shops or a limited 
annual Income, are excluded from the Advances enjoyed both by the Class 
above and that below them in Society. Many Persons who cannot be provided 
for in private Lunatic Asylums, but who can pay a small Sum annually towards 
their Support in the District Asylums, are excluded from these Establishments. 
The Governors of this Institution have sought Permission from Government to 
receive such Cases, but were refused it as illegal. They therefore suggest that 
Boards of Governors should he authorized (with the Approbation of Govern- 
ment, if it be thought judicious to adopt such Restriction,) to receive Patients 
navina the whole of their annual Income towards the Funds of the Institution, 
but to receive the same Treatment as the other Patients m the Asylum without 
any Distinction ; this Proviso being required to prevent I ersons of higher 
Order from obtaining Admission, whose Care, Comforts, and Accommodation 
might engross much of those Advantages to which the poorer Class are 

°Of the Recommendation contained in the Twenty-fifth Page of the Report of 
the Committee this Board most warmly approve : — “ That the Inspectors 
General of Prisons should furnish to each Asylum a Copy of their Report 
relating thereto, at the Time of the Visit and Inspection, with a view of giving 
and of obtaining immediate Information, and of ensuring the Correction of any 
Abuse.” Such Practice, it is expected, would be productive of very beneficial 
Effects. And the Board would further suggest that the Two chief Officers of 
the several Institutions should each be furnished with a Copy of the Parlia- 
mentary Report: by which it is expected that Emulation would be excited and 
increased Exertion encouraged, — an Object likely to be effected at a very small 
Expense to the Country. At present such Documents, which should be easy 
of Access to all, are only attainable by considerable Trouble and Expense, there 
bein'? no Depot in Ireland at which they can be procured, the Establishment ot 
Mr. Milliken, where it is stated they can be had, not being supplied with Par- 
liamentary Papers, except as they may be tediously obtained in some Time after 

having been ordered. , , _ . 

The Board have to express their Acknowledgments ot the Courtesy extended 
to them by Lord Eliot in forwarding a Copy of the Report for their Perusal 
and Suggestions. The general Adoption of a similar Practice m the public 
Service would no doubt be productive of the most satisfactory Results ; many 
serious Mistakes might be prevented, practical Experience might be . most use- 
fully brought to bear on general Arrangements, whilst mutual Confidence ana 
harmonious Co-operation would be established between central and local 

Authorities. ... ■ -t, r„n 

In conclusion the Board have to express their Approbation with the cuu- 
dition of the Establishment under their Direction, as well as their Anticipation 
of most important Advantages to the Lunatic Poor from the Operation of t 
new Rules lately adopted by the Privy Council for the Regulation of til 
District Lunatic Asylums. Their best Attention shall be at all Times devot 
to the Institution, they will ever feel anxious to administer it on the ; m 
improved and efficient Plan, and will at all Times thankfully receive Adva 
and Information respecting it. 

(Signed) George Adair, 

B Chairman. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 23 ) 



Report of the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum. 



My Lord, Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 

In compliance with the Desire of his Excellency the LorYSenatt, con- 
veyed in your Lordship’s Communication of the 30th November last, to be 
farmshed with any Observations on the Recommendations contained in the 
Report of the Committee of the House of Lords of last Session on the State of 
the Panper and Criminal Lunatics Ireland, which our Knowledge of the 
Subject may enable us to make, we beg leave to observe,— 

1st. That with respect to tile Criminal Lunatics properly so called, we are 
clearly of opinion that a proper Asylum should be provided for their Custody 
and Care at the public Expense, as in Great Britain. 

2d. That the Ballinasloe Asylum is quite insufficient for the District which 
Connaught SSI ^ lle ^ ‘° ^ ^ ”” DiStriCt As y lum is necessary for 

3d. That there is an urgent Necessity for further Increase of Accommo- 
dation for Pauper Lunatics in Ireland, and that the most eligible Mode of 
effecting this Object would be by the Erection of separate Establishments, 
specially appropriated for Cases of Epilepsy, Idiotcy, and chronic Insanity, in 
order to relieve the District Asylums from these Classes, and to restore them 
to their proper Spheres, as Places for the Cure of Lunacy. 

* th ’ That whilst we are of opinion that it would be desirable to carry as soon 
as possible these Arrangements into effect, yet, as some Time must elapse 
before these additional Asylums can be provided, we consider it essential that 
Measures should be taken to ease the existing District Asylums of those 
Classes, who at present so greatly interfere with the Admission of the proper 
Objects for these Institutions. And, as regards the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, 
we beg leave respectfully to submit, that however objectionable, under ordinary 
Urcum stances, the Removal of the harmless and incurable Insane to Work- 
houses might be, yet that less Evil would in the existing Emergency arise 
therefrom than by suffering them to occupy the Room intended for the curable 
insane, whose timely Admission would in most Cases lead to Recovery, whereas 
Insanity C USl ° n ^ ^ ^ eare< * f rec l ueri % g ives rise to confirmed and incurable 

There are at present Forty-four harmless and incurable Cases in the Rich- 
mond Lunatic Asylum, who, in the Opinion of the Medical Officers, could with 
peitect Safety be admitted into Workhouses, and who could, we believe, be 
accommodated in the respective Unions to which they belong, with little Incon- 
venience as compared with the Good that would result from their Removal from 
ms institution ; and there might moreover be an Understanding that if any of 
tne IN umber were found troublesome they should be immediately received 
back into this Asylum. 

There are further 127 incurable Cases who might be removed from the 
lclimond Lunatic Asylum to Island Bridge, where it is understood there is 
o\v Room, under such an Arrangement with respect to their Support as might 
be deemed proper. ° 

5th. With respect to the 1st Victoria, c. 27. Circumstances of a painful 
auie occurred, which rendered it necessary to provide against dangerous 
nnatics being at large. From the extreme Want of Accommodation for Pauper 
-'Unatics the Act referred to has been resorted to, to procure the Admission of 
nsane Persons indirectly into District Lunatic xAsylums under Circumstances 
PI “° not a PP ear to have been contemplated. The Circular of the Lord 
laiicellor of Ireland will doubtless prevent a Recurrence of such a Practice. 

|| Amendment of the 1st Viet. c. 27. may nevertheless be found expedient ; 
u we beg to observe that if our Suggestions be adopted as to the temporary 
inp m °n ^ le harmless and curable Cases to Workhouses, and of the 
^curable Cases to Island Bridge, Patients can be admitted into the Richmond 
lmat £ Asylum under the proper Forms and Regulations, and the Incon- 
' oS • veniences 
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veniences of indirect Admissions avoided ; amongst these Inconveniences may 
he classed the Difficulty of ascertaining the Friends of the Patients, or the 
District to which they properly belong. 

We have, &c. 

Right Hon. Lord Elliot, (Signed) Leland Crosthwait. 

&c. &c. &c. Wm - English. 

R. M. Peile junior. 



Report of the Waterford District Lunatic Asylum. 



District Lunatic Asylum, Waterford, 

My Lord, 17th January 1844. 

I have been directed to forward a Copy of the Proceedings of a special Board 
of the Governors held on the 15th instant at this Asylum, to take into conside- 
ration the Recommendations contained in the Report of the Lords Committee 
of last Session on the State of the Lunatic Poor of Ireland : 

Also a Copy of my Communication to the Board in my monthly Memoran- 
dum Book, accounting for the Difference in the Expenditure for Provisions at 
Waterford and Clonmel for Year ending 31st March 1843, as remarked on in 
the same Report. 

I have, &c. 

The Chief Secretary, (Signed) John Dobbs, 

Dublin Castle. Manager. 



At a Special Meeting of the Board of Governors and Directors of the 
Waterford District Lunatic Asylum, held on Monday the 15th Day of 
January 1844, for the Purpose of taking into consideration the Report 
of the Lords. Committee on Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 

PRESENT, 

Sir Henry W. Barron Bart, in the Chair, 

Very Reverend Dean Lee, and 
Henry Alcock, Esquire. 

1. Resolved, That, in accordance with the Directions of Government to take 
into consideration the Report of the Lords Committee on the State of the 
Lunatic Poor in Ireland, we have, after mature Consideration of the Subject, 
come to the following Resolutions, and which we have directed the Manager to 
transmit without Delay to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant; viz., we 
approve of the Propositions in the Lords Report, Nos. 1. 2. 3. and 4., without 
any Alteration, and we recommend the Erection of Four new District Asylums 
in Ireland for Cases of Epilepsy, Idiotcy, Chronic Disease, and Incurables. 

2. Resolved, That the Statement handed in by the Manager, accounting for 
the Difference between our Asylum and that of Clonmel regarding the average 
Cost of Patients between these Two Asylums, with the Documents referred to 
in the Statement, he transmitted to Government in answer to their Letter calling 
on us to account for the Difference. 

(Signed) Henry W. Barron, 

Chairman. 



Waterford District Lunatic Asylum, 

Gentlemen, 1 st January 1844. „ 

In reference to the Report from the Select Committee of the House ot 
Lords on the State of the Lunatic Poor in Ireland, I find that there appeared 
a very extraordinary Difference in the average Amount of Provisions at Clon- 
mel and Waterford. .. 

On comparing our Two Returns to the House of Commons for 1843, as we 
as the Dietaries at both Asylums, and the Prices at each Place, I find — 

9 1st. That 
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1st. That the Servants should not have been Included in striking the Average 

1843 “ceeds that for cLmdby 3 2d 4s! ^d^perErad^ Se^ Paper ^Ncf ^ *)* 
tofonv“ a i 7 ° 4* P1 ' 0V,de tUe C1 ° nmel Dietal7 ^ Average* would have 

After frequently bringing the Matter under the Consideration of the Board 
the Female Rattens of Bread have been reduced this Year from 8o z . to 7 o z 
and the Sunday Meat from 12 oz. to 10 oz ; at Clonmel the Females are onW 
allowed 4 oz. of Bread, and 5 oz. of Meat for Soup " 

Sd. There are no Extras ordered by Physicians put to the Provision Account 
at Clonmel (see Papei, No. 2.), wlnle ours amount to 82?. 12s. lid., or 14s. 4 Id. 
per Head. If we had no Extras to meet, the Average would be only 4/. 3s. lid 
being less than that for Clonmel by U 10s. lift?. Having called Dr. Conolly’s 

currentYea” J ^ he reduced the “ S reatl y da ™S t£ 

I subnnt a Statement of the Expenditure for Provisions and average Number 
of Patients for the last Six Years (See Paper, No. S.) It will be see® that the 
Year alluded to is lowest in Amount, while the dumber of Patients have 

WSsT^ithma 3 V, fV bemg JTV'xt 1 ' 6 m0l ' e for m ' ,ess - Compare 

1838-9 with 1842-S^in the former of which Ninety Patients cost 1,0011. 9s. 8d 
while in the latter Year 115 Patients only cost 9791. 9s. 8 d. 

tile Chief Secretary 6 ® l ° S “ bmit ** NeCeSSity of Awarding this Explanation to 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) John Dobbs, 

Manager. 



At a Special Meeting to be summoned. 

Memorandum for Special Meeting on 15th January 1844. 

In reference to my Letter of the 1st instant, to make the former Papers easier 
understood, I have made out another (No. 4.) in a simple Form, showing the 
Biflerence between the Two Asylums. b 

(Signed) John Dobbs, 

Manager. 



No. 1. 



Weekly Dietary of Waterford and Clonmel for Year ending 31st March 1843. 



WATERFORD. 


CLONMEL. 

Breakfast : — Summer. 




fe!;»13M0 t .perTon 
Milt, at 8d. per Gallon 


2 lbs. 13ioz. 
4§ Pints - 


s. d. 
0 4§ 
0 4| 


Oatmeal, at 13/. 15s. per Ton 
New Milk, at 13 Pints for 12c?. 


3| lbs. 

3£ Pints - 


s. d. 
0 5| 
0 3| 


j 




0 8ii- 


•sic d. more for 26 Weeks, 




0 8H 


Breakfast: — Winter. 






?V«, on - 


2 lbs. 13| oz. 
4| Pints - 


s. d. 

0 34 

o 4* 


Oatmeal, at 12 Z. per Ton 
New Milk, at 13 Pints for 12c?. 


3 lbs. 8 oz. 
4*$ Pints - 


s. d. 

0 

0 


233. 




0 7-1 


l|c£ less for 26 Weeks. 




0 S£ 
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No. l.— ' Weekly Dietary of Waterford and Clonmel for Year ending 31st March 184-3— continued. 



WATERFORD. CLONMEL. 

Dinner : — Summer. 



Meat, at 4 -d. per lb. - 
Potatoes, at id. per Stone - 
Bread, at ~\%d. per lb. 

Sour Milk, at 3 %d. per Gallon 


If lbs. - 
1 Stone 
lib. 

4 Pints 


s. d. 
0 7 
0 4 

0 U 
0 If 


Meat, at 3 \d. per lb. - 
Potatoes, at 3d. per Stone - 
Sour Milk, at 31 Pints for 12 d. 


5 oz. 

1% Stone - 

6 Pints 






1 Si 


6%%d. more for 26 Weeks. 





Dinner:— Winter. 



Meat, at 3 \d. per lb. 


If lbs. 


s. d. 
0 6§ 


Potatoes, at 4 d. per Stone - 


1 Stone 


0 4- 


Bread, at \\d. per lb. 


1 lb. 




Sour Milk, at 6%d. per Gallon 


4- Pints 


0 3f 






i H 



Meat, at 3 \d. per lb. - 


15 oz. 


s. d. 
0 3$ 


Potatoes, at 3d. per Stone - 


If Stone - 


0 St 


Sour Milk, at 31 Pints for 12 d. 


4 Pints 


HI 


4| d. more for 26 Weeks. 




0 10f 



Suppi 



Bread, at 1 \d. per lb. 


3% lbs. - 


s. d. 
0 5£ 


Sour Milk, at 3%d. per Gallon 


4f Pints - 


0 2^- 






0 7* 



: — Summer. 



Bread, at lftf. per lb. - 


2 lbs. 3 oz. 


5. i 

0 S| 


Sour Milk, at 31 Pints for 12 d. 


4f Pints - 


0 If 


more for 26 Weeks. 




0 5% 



Supper -.—Winter. 



Bread, at 1 \d. per lb. 

Sour Milk, at 6%d. per Gallon 


3f lbs. 
4§ Pints 


s. 

0 

0 


d. 

H 

3f 




Nil. 


Nil. 


- 






0 


9 




More for 26 Weeks. 




_ 





£ s. d. 




Breakfast in Summer, more - 


0 0 7% 


Breakfast is more in Winter 


Dinner ditto do. 


0 13 9 




Do. in Winter do. 


0 9 104 
0 3 Ilf 


Balance against Waterford 


Supper in Summer do. 


Do. in Winter do. 


0 19 6 
2 7 8% 





(Signed) JOHN DOBBS, 
Manager- 
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No. 2. 



Amowt of Provisions at Waterford and Clonmel for Year ending 3 a s t March 1848. 



Articles. 


Waterford. 


Clonmel. 


Excess at 
Waterford. 


Excess at 
Clonmel. 


Excess in 
Quantity at 
Waterford. 


Excess in 
Quantity at 
Clonmel. 


Meat 
Bread - 
Milk - 

Groceries, Servants 
Ditto, Extras by\: 
Physician - J 

Also Beer, Wine, kc. 
Potatoes 
Oatmeal 
Salt - 

Clerk’s Allowance - 


£. s. d. 
224 18 8 

302 2 1 

203 8 6 

43 12 5| 

32 9 1£ 

50 3 0 

61 16 3 
53 5 0 

3 11 3 

4 3 4 


£. s. d. 
119 11 3 

136 13 3 
174 3 1 

60 17 8 

115 7 0 
89 13 0 


£. 3. d. 

105 7 5 

165 8 10 

29 5 5 

32 9 1£ 

50 3 0 

3 11 3 

4 3 4 


£. 5. d. 

17 5 2 

53 10 9 

36 8 0 


8,014 J lbs. 
24,349 lbs. 
13,608 Pints. 


3,448 stone. 
4,129 lbs. 




979 9 8 


696 5 3 


390 -8 4| 


107 3 11| 


— 


— 


Patients 


115 


103 








■ 


Servants 


22 


18 


4 


— 


- 


- 



No. 3. 



Cost for Provisions at Waterford for last Six Years. 



Years. 


Average 
Number of 
Patients. 


Expenditure. 


Average 
per Head. 






£. 


s. 


d. 


£. S. 


d. 


1837 — 8 


93 


1,084 


1 


10 


11 13 




1838 — 9 


90 


1,001 


9 


8 


11 2 


6te 




100 


986 


6 


10 


9 17 






104 


1,029 


11 


5 


9 15 


9-jAjL. 


1841—2 


109 


1,135 


6 


6 


10 8 






115 


979 


9 


8 


8 10 


W: 



Medicines at Waterford and Clonmel compared, and Extras. 



Year. 


Medicine 
at Waterford. 


Medicine 
at Clonmel. 


Excess at 
Waterford. 


1842—3 


£. s. d. 
1-7 13 10 


£. s. d. 
13 5 6 


£. s. d. 
4 8 4 



(Signed) JOHN DOBBS, 

Manager. 



233- 
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No. 4. 



Gross Amount charged for Provisions at Waterford and Clonmel in the Year 
ending 31st March 1843. 





Waterford. 


Clonmel. 


The Gross Amount charged for Provisions in the Year 1 
ending 31st March 1843, at Waterford and Clonmel > 
respectively, was - ----- -J 

But Two Items charged at Waterford as Provisions,! 
being Extras ordered by Physician, which do not j. 
appear in Clonmel, but must be deducted - -J 


£. s. d. 
979 9 8 

82 12 1 


£. s. d. 
696 5 3 


£. 


896 17 7 


696 5 3 



£. s. d. £. s. d. 

Waterford - Patients, 1151 13? . Average, 6 10 11 

Servants, 22 J 

Clonmel - Patients, 1031 jgj _ Average, - - 5 15 1 

Servants, IS J 

Difference - • - - - - 15 10 



10 11 6 10 11 



Quantity of Food issued at the Two Asylums respectively, during Years ending 
31st March 1843, for each Patient. 



Articles. 


Waterford. 


Clonmel. 


Excess at 
Waterford. 


Excess at 
Clonmel. 


Pounds of Oatmeal 


148 | 


182 J 


_ 


34 


Pounds of Bread - 


234 


130* 


104* 


— 


Pounds of Meat - 


91 


32 J 


58 % 


— 


Pints of New Milk 


242 J 


209 


33§ 


— 


Pints of Sour Milk 


450 5 


370 § 


80 


— 


Stones of Potatoes 


52 


84 & 


■ " 


32 £ 



* Issue only 56-££lbs. ; Excess, 177 | lbs. See Paper, No. 1 . (Signed) J. D. 



Medicine and Extras at the Two Asylums for same Period. 



Waterford. 


Clonmel. 


£. . s. d. 

Extras by Physician - - 82 12 1 

Medicine - - - - 17 13 10 


£, 5. d. 

Extras and Medicine • ^ 13 5 6 

Excess at Waterford - -87 0 5 


£. 100 5 11 


£. 100 5 11 


(Signed) JOHN DOBBS, 

Manager. 
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